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(57) Abstract: An inrush current preventive resistor for reducing an 
inrush current is provided and an overcurrent is prevented from flow- 
ing through the inrush current preventive resistor even if dimming 
operation is performed erroneously. A compact fluorescent lamp (1) 
comprises an assembly of a holder (20) and a case (30) and an op- 
erating unit (50) for operating an arc tube (10) contained in the case 
(30). The operating unit (50) comprises a rectifying/smoothing cir- 
cuit section, an inverter circuit section and a resonance circuit section 
mounted on a board (51), and further comprises an inrush current 
preventive resistor (62) connected with the input side of the rectify- 
ing/smoothing circuit section. The inrush current preventive resistor 
(62) is arranged such that the outer circumference of the body sec- 
tion thereof touches the outer circumference of the body section of an 
electrolytic capacitor (53) for use in the rectifying/smoothing circuit 
section and the outer circumference of the body section of a reso- 
nance capacitor (54) for use in the resonance circuit section. 
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